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pedagogy seems rather far-fetched. Injustice is done to Plato by the au- 
thor's severe criticism of the ascetic element in his ethics, while the same 
rationalistic tendency prominent in the thought of Aristotle is entirely ig- 
nored. In the chapter upon the "Aristotelian sense of proportion," ap- 
propriate emphasis is laid upon the many-sided and practical excellence of 
Aristotle's teachings. Christianity is presented as, in its essence, the 
"maintenance of certain personal relationships," in a word, the "spirit ot 
love. ' ' Although we have here a well-balanced and sympathetic interpre- 
tation of Christian ethics, yet one wishes that the author had gone on to de- 
scribe more definitely the relation of Christianity as the final synthesis to the 
several previous philosophies which, in comparison, appear as inadequate 
and one-sided. In Christianity, understood as the expression of love to 
God and man, we have, to be sure, a more comprehensive and satisfactory 
doctrine than any of the preceding ; but the author neglects to point out 
how, in this love which is latent among all mankind as a spiritual brother- 
hood, Jesus discovered the basis of social unity which, after the disinte- 
gration of the Greek state, Plato and Aristotle sought in vain to find in 
reason, and which was quite despaired of in the individualism character- 
istic of Stoic and Epicurean thought. 

The book fulfills its purpose admirably. The author has a firm grasp 
on the fundamental principles of the systems which he discusses and, in 
addition, a remarkable insight into the practical merits of the different the- 
ories. He writes forcibly and with an abundance of illustration. For gen- 
eral reading the book is interesting, suggestive, and helpful. 

H. W. Wright. 
Cornell University. 

Der Skefitizismus in der Philosophic. Von Raoul Richter. Erster 
Band. Leipzig, Verlag der Durr'schen Buchhandlung, 1904. — pp. 
xxiv, 364. 

This is the first volume of a proposed history of philosophical scepticism 
and covers the period of the Greek Sceptics. There is place for such a 
work, which, in the light of recent developments in the theory of knowl- 
edge, shall separate out the various motives of the sceptical point of view, 
and estimate sympathetically both its positive value and its limitations ; 
and Dr. Richter's book is, on the whole, very satisfactory for the period it 
covers. The plan of treatment does not involve any independent investi- 
gation of historical and critical minutia;. The endeavor is rather to inter- 
pret broadly the motives and results of the sceptical doctrine, to the end of 
estimating its validity and significance. Accordingly, considerably less 
than half the book is devoted to the historical reconstruction ; the rest is 
given to a critical estimate. The account of the sceptical doctrine is a 
very good piece of clear-cut exposition . It emphasizes the fact that it is 
the nature of things-in-themselves, not phenomena, against which the doubt 
of the sceptics is directed, and it accordingly finds in them a partial, though 
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by no means clearly conscious, approximation to modern empiricism and 
positivism. The Pyrrhonists brought to light the conception of phenomena, 
and the connection between phenomena as the objects of a possible knowl- 
edge ; but by making complete passivity rule within this realm, and deny- 
ing the validity of all active logical operations, they failed of attaining any 
positive results of method. The academic sceptics, by their doctrine of 
probability, took an important step toward remedying this defect ; but, at 
the same time, they lost the clearly-defined attitude of the Pyrrhonists as 
regards the objects of possible knowledge, and left it uncertain to which 
realm their degrees of probability are to apply. The critical part of the 
book attempts a serious and detailed examination of the arguments of the 
sceptics. In so far as these are concerned with sense perception, their dif- 
ficulties are found to hold only of an extreme realistic conception of the 
world, not of a modern scientific realism or of idealism. The author's own 
epistemological conclusions are withheld till a later volume, but their gen- 
eral spirit is evident. While nothing very novel is in evidence, the treat- 
ment of logical matters is interesting, and promises to furnish a contribu- 
tion of value to logical doctrine. 

A. K. Rogers. 
Butler College. 

Historische Untersuchtmgen iiber Kants Prolegomena. Von Benno Erd- 
mann. Halle, a. S., Max Niemeyer, 1904. — pp. v, 144. 

Professor Erdmann gathers together in this volume, and subjects to an 
exhaustive examination, the external evidence that goes to bear out his 
theory of a two-fold redaction of the Prolegomena. The thesis involves, in 
the first place, the distinction between the proposed popular exposition, 
which never was begun, and the first draft of the Prolegomena as a short 
epitome intended for the philosophical expert ; and, in the second place, 
the subsequent modification of this plan in the interests of a further aim, 
due to misunderstandings and criticisms to which the Critique had given 
rise. The interpretation of the various references on the part of Kant and his 
friends is a most careful piece of critical work, and would seem in all essen- 
tial features to be justified. On the further question whether it is possible 
to carry out the separation in the detailed way that Professor Erdmann at- 
tempts, it is not altogether easy to come to a conclusion. A supplementary 
chapter gives a revised summary of his critical analysis as applied to the 
first five paragraphs. 

A. K. Rogers. 

Butler College. 

Les theories socialistes au XIX" siecle de Babeuf a Proud kon. Par E. 
Fourniere. Paris, Bibliotheque de philosophic contemporaine (Felix 
Alcan, editeur), 1904. — pp. xxxi, 415. 

This volume is the first half of an attempt to deal with the pregnant no- 
tions of nineteenth century socialism. The method of exposition adopted 



